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and Christmas Gathering

We will be having a luncheon 
following the AGM as an early 

Christmas Celebration!  
We wish everyone a very 

Merry Christmas!

Please join us!  We look 
forward to connecting with 

fellow Conservatives!
For more information or to RSVP 

please call:  250-862-2777
A membership person will 
be available for renewals 
and new memberships

Riding Office #7 – 1873 Spall Road, Kelowna.  
250-862-2777. 
www.klcconservative.ca

Member of Parliament Report

2011 Golf Classic

Notice of Annual General Meeting

Municipal 
Elections

KELOWNA - LAKE COUNTRY 
CONSERVATIVE PARTY 
ELECTORAL DISTRICT ASSOCIATION

Dear EDA Members,
First, a sincere 

“THANK YOU” to 
each and every one 
of you for your con-
tinued support.

Hard to believe 
how quickly time 
passes but it is also 

amazing how our Conservative Party has 
grown since the 2003 merger to now form a 
strong, national Conservative majority gov-
ernment today.

Valuable input and support from mem-
bers and the public have helped us keep our 
election commitments and implement an 
effective economic action plan that is main-
taining Canada’s economic stability through 
some of the most economically challenging 
times the world has faced.

We are proud of the many accolades for 
our economic stability from the Interna-
tional Monetary Fund and publications like 
Forbes magazine, but we know we cannot 
take our eye off the ball. We are not an is-
land that is immune from global events and 
we must continue to work hard and stay fo-
cused on our priorities: keeping taxes low, 
focusing on job creation and getting back 
to balanced budgets.

It certainly has been interesting times in 
the House of Commons with an NDP oppo-
sition and virtual silence from our old foes 
in the Liberal Party. 

It ’s clear that we are the only political 
party in a position to govern and that our 
common sense approach to good fiscal 
management under the solid leadership of 
our Prime Minister and Finance Minister 
Flaherty is generating a lot of confidence, 
not only among Canadians, but around the 
world.

Definitely, a great deal of that confidence 
comes from a Government that laid out a 
clear plan during the election and is now 
carrying it out.

We have made good progress in a num-
ber of areas: we are well on our way to pass-
ing our Safe Streets and Communities leg-
islation which will ensure tougher penalties 
for serious crimes, including crimes against 
children and drug trafficking. There is a 

great deal of misinformation out there 
about our approach, but once people read 
the legislation and understand what we are 
trying to accomplish they realize we are on 
the right track.

Other pieces of important legislation cur-
rently before the House of Commons are the 
elimination of the long gun registry (C-19), 
choice in marketing for grain farmers (C-18), 
and ensuring fairer and more democratic 
representation in Parliament (C-20).

We’ve also shown some deft handling in 
some potentially explosive situations that 
could have negatively impacted the econo-
my. Our Government, under Labour Minister 
Raitt, provided effective leadership to bring 
quick resolution to labour disputes involv-
ing Canada Post and Air Canada. We also 
kept the politics out of an important ship-
building contract that will create a number 
of well-paying jobs for many Canadians in 
Atlantic Canada and British Columbia for 
years to come.

As we move our legislative agenda 
through the House of Commons, the Govern-
ment is keeping a tight rein on the growth 
of government and government spending. 
Under the Prime Minister’s direction, each 
Minister has undertaken a strategic and 
operating review of their department with a 
plan to find cost savings of between 5% and 
10% while protecting essential services. The 
final deficit reduction action plan will be an-
nounced next spring in Budget 2012.

Canada’s economy is leading the way but 
we can’t be complacent and are seriously 
affected by the actions of our friends to the 
south as well as the EU crisis. In all instanc-
es, the world economy is front and centre 
and Canada, under the leadership of Prime 
Minister Harper, has an important voice and 
leadership role at the international table.

The Conservative brand of low taxes, job 
creation and balanced budgets has come to 
define the kind of Canada Canadians want. 
We are in a new and exciting era in this 
country, lead by a government that has con-
fidence in our job creators – our entrepre-
neurs and business sector, in our capacity 
for innovation and our ability to compete 
with the best in the world. 

We are committed to maintaining es-

sential services and important programs 
like healthcare and employment insurance 
through stable funding to the provinces and 
territories.

And we are encouraging greater participa-
tion by Canadians in the democratic process 
through better and fairer representation.

Locally, we can all be very proud of what 
we have accomplished to date but there is 
more to be done. I look forward to continue 
working with the representatives from the 
other levels of government, private sector, 
non profit organizations and each one of 
you so that we can achieve the best for our 
community and this great country.

We truly do live in the greatest country 
in the world and under Conservative lead-
ership it will remain so for many years to 
come.

Again thanks to all our board members 
and volunteers for playing a vital role in our 
achievements. Shari Matvieshen has done 
an amazing job as our dedicated and hard 
working EDA President.  I encourage you to 
remain engaged in the process by coming 
out to the next AGM on Sat, Dec 3rd.  Your 
valuable input will help us to continue to 
provide Canadians with the kind of govern-
ment we want and to ensure we have the 
tools we need to maintain a good standard 
of living for ourselves, our families and for 
generations to come.

On a personal note, since our last news-
letter, my wife Cindy and I celebrated our 
27th wedding anniversary, walked our eldest 
daughter down the aisle, middle daughter 
was engaged and we our expecting our sec-
ond grandson early 2012.  So much to be 
thankful for!!

Thanks again for your ongoing words 
of encouragement, financial support and 
for the opportunity to continue to be “your 
Kelowna-Lake Country voice in Ottawa””

From our home to yours. Merry Christmas 
and may 2012 bring you good health and 
much happiness. God Bless!”

PS… hope to see you at the AGM on Sat, 
Dec 3rd.
   Sincerely,

Ron Cannan, 
Member of Parliament
Kelowna-Lake Country

One event that you may be aware of in 
the community is the municipal elec-
tion on November 19th. We have never 
had so many candidates in the history 
of this city and at the same time we 
have a history of constantly lowering 
voter turn out with only 15,156 votes 
being cast for mayor at the last elec-
tion. The enthusiasm by candidates 
may transfer to voters and could be 
a forecast for provincial and federal 
things to come. Either way please 
vote and watch what happens with 
voter turn out. We should also let you 
know that three of our Board members 
are running so please check out their 
websites, I know they would appreci-
ate your support. They are Chris Gor-
man at votegorman.ca, Peter McFadden 
at pmfinc.ca, and Mark Thompson, at 
mark@electmarkthompson.com.
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I’m sure you don’t want another account of 
how great our 6th Annual Ron Cannan Golf 
Classic tournament was… so I’ll try to give 
you the inside scoop from the perspective of 
the golf chair… namely yours truly.

First of all, I am NOT a golfer.  Obvious-
ly Ron didn’t get that memo when he and 
Shari approached me for the job… or did my 
people just do a great job of selling my per-
sonality and work ethic to his people which 
can cover a multitude of inabilities.

So I thought, golf tournament… how dif-
ficult can that be??  Little did I know the 
millions of details that go into pulling off an 
event such as this!  I felt like I was planning 
my wedding and didn’t even get a groom at 
the end of the day!

The sun was shining (I believe it was 30C 
that day) birds were singing, and thankfully 
I didn’t have to worry about killing anybody 
by swinging a golf club and hitting them 
with one of those little round balls. Did I 
mention that I almost killed my older broth-
er while learning golf at the age of 7??  

The day literally went without a hitch, I 
can’t say enough about ALL the amazing 
volunteers who worked for months behind 
the scenes making the day run smoothly… 
thank-you, thank-you, thank-you!! The food 
was fantastic and if I wasn’t so busy I would 
have gone back for that third helping.

For those of you who weren’t there or 
didn’t hear about it, I guessed the grand 
prize winner and it was not a set-up! How 
bizarre is that?!?  Little did I know many in 
the crowd would be upset that I didn’t pick 
them instead.

The live auction items were fantastic;  
Avril Lavigne tickets for 4 which were up-
graded to VIP including Limo and a $300 
certificate for Ric’s Grill, a Predator Ridge 
package valued at $1200 and one that re-
sulted in this testimonial. 

“We all had a terrific time at the 
Terri Clark concert, the seats were 
fantastic (5th row center stage), 
and the show was really incred-
ible. We still have to use our meal 
certificates at Christopher’s. I am 
thrilled with the service and would 
not hesitate to participate in an-
other event in the future. Thanks 
for putting it together.”
Brad Grittner 
- Falcon Railing & Superdeck

Whether or not you are a golfer, please 
mark your calendar for next year Sept. 
7Th 2012 as you don’t want to miss this 
premiere fund-raising event!  I would love 
to see you out there!
Twyla Kendall
Honorary Chair

Notice is hereby given that an ANNUAL 
GENERAL MEETING (“AGM”) of the 
CONSERVATIVE PARTY OF CANADA

Kelowna-Lake Country Electoral District 
Association will be held on

Saturday, December 3rd 2011 
at SUNSET RANCH

5101 Upper Booth Rd. S., Kelowna, BC
10:30 a.m.

(registration for voting starts at 10:00)
For the following purposes:

Nomination of the Candidates for the 
Board of Directors

Election of the Board of Directors
Update from your Member of Parliament 

– Ron Cannan

Conservative Party of Canada Newsletter



a political journey

REPORT FROM THE VICE PRESIDENT
Ernie Webber – Vice President Kelowna-Lake Country EDA

A Political Journey
Mel Wilde - EDA Board Member

The Rebirth of Canada’s Military
Mercedes Stephenson – Freelance journalist specializing in security & defense issues

The Convention, held June 9 to 11, was 
entered into with contentment that the 
Conservatives had won a majority that was 
20 years in the making, excitement, about 
the policies we could mold for the future 
of Canada, and nervousness, over the fact 
that the media was stating the history of 
our party was one of implosion created by 
our own manuctured divisions.

I need not have worried about the imme-
diate future; you see organizations implode 
when things are perceived to be going ex-
tremely well or very poorly. The people of 
Canada gave the Conservatives 166 of the 
308 Seats in Parliament. Our Prime Minis-
ter stated that there would be no surprises 
in the legislation that would be forthcom-
ing and has been true to his word. 

What has been challenging is the be-
havior of the of f icial opposition. With the 
world on the edge of severe economic 
hardship they have chosen to impede bills 
that would help our country. During the f il-
ibuster attempt to prolong the Air Canada 
dispute, some NDP MP’s read the contents 
of “Tang” into the proceedings just to slow 
things down. When citizens were waiting 
for their cheques and businesses were 
dependant on service during the postal 

disruptions, our government was accused 
of taking away the rights of workers even 
though those same workers expressed 
gratitude at being able to get back to work. 

The Unions have observed this foolish-
ness and with none of the f inancial re-
straints that are imposed on political par-
ties have decided to take up their own 
fight against cutbacks and plan on using 
inef f icient work ethic against Canadians to 
maintain what they view as their lifelong 
employment entitlements.

The mainstream Media has also viewed 
the inef fectiveness of the opposition and 
decided it must do the job for them. The 
problem with this is that they are not en-
titled to confidential information and must 
speculate on what might be happening. 
Also with their main objective being to sell 
advertising, they must make the reporting 
as controversial as possible and thus bring 
the reader or listener closer to the commer-
cial. The higher the media rating the more 
you can charge for an ad. In other words 
greed is shaping our perception of what is 
happening in government.

In spite of this and the fact that we hold 
a majority there is a strong desire to work 
with all 308 members of parliament that 

are supposed to represent all Canadians. 
Our party is requesting members sign a 
petition that will ask the opposition parties 
to vote for the “SAFE STREETS AND COM-
MUNITIES ACT” Bill C20. It will be hard as 
the NDP has just disciplined two members 
of their caucus for voting with the govern-
ment on eliminating the long gun registry. 
Supporting the knowledge that the interim 
leader of the NDP has indicated her objec-
tive is to overthrow the people’s chosen 
government. 

Personally I think all three opposition 
parties will have a tough time explain-
ing why they won’t support an Act that 
mandates increasing penalties for sexual 
criminals that prey on children, longer sen-
tences for organized crime drug dealers 
and ends pardons for criminals who com-
mit the most serious crimes such as the 
late Clif ford Olson.

So you see even with the majority there 
is lit tle danger of imploding as long as 
the opposition continues to serve its own 
interest and we are lef t to protect innocent 
Canadians and control our spending dur-
ing these troubled f inancial times.

More than fifty years ago I began my journey towards 
supporting a conservative government for Canada. 
Intertwined with that journey was a very slow person-
al education that would bring me to the realization 
that principle based leadership was the only way for 
governance to be effective.

My working life began in an industrial setting with 
a large Canadian organization. 

Much of the management of that organization was 
based on a quasi military point of view. Most of the 
operational management and supervision was filled 
with veterans who returned from the war and had 
been given priority in hiring.

The culture was a military one which angered new 
employees and made for draconian rules and poli-
cies. Against this backdrop I began an active partici-
pation in helping to build a Union in an age when no 
legal right to a Union existed.

Some years later I found myself at the top leader-
ship circles of the Union and realized that I didn’t fit. 
Looking back is of course easy, but at the time, I knew 
very well that ethics and personal honor did not form 
a foundation with which a person could become suc-
cessful in that world. 

I also learned that there existed politicians in all 
three of Canada’s political parties who were honor-
able, ethical men. Unfortunately, the list of men I 

knew that fell into that category was not a long one.
Canada’s political reality did not assist men with 

high personal principle standards.
In most cases these men were forced out of office 

or had the foresight to walk away at a time of their 
choosing.

Of those on my list of honorable men, three stand 
out above all others. The first was a gentleman from 
Manitoba. Walter Dinsdale, a conservative who dedi-
cated his entire life to helping the unfortunate. As a 
conservative parliamentarian he worked tirelessly for 
those who had physical challenges.

John Diefenbaker was another who stood and 
could be counted to stand or fall based on a firm per-
sonal set of ethics which never failed to help him rise 
above some very nasty characters. 

Finally, it was a Liberal, Eric Kierans who allowed 
me to learn the most valuable lesson. He had the 
“strength of character” to walk away from govern-
ment when he couldn’t live with the policies of Pierre 
Trudeau. Mr. Kierans left cabinet and went on to man-
age the Montreal stock exchange.

It ’s against this learning that I left the labour move-
ment and went back to school and ended up in senior 
management. I couldn’t stomach the blind tribal par-
tisanship that was festering away within all of the self 
interest groups of the day.

I learned as well the harsh lesson that regardless 
of government, bureaucrats have too much influence 
on the decisions affecting ordinary people. They far 
too often overwhelm our elected representatives.

Finally, I did understand that we must all be held 
accountable for our own behaviour and actions. It 
would be wrong for me to demand from society any-
thing I didn’t work for.

Now in my seventies, I’m often asked, why are you 
politically active? The answer comes quickly. I have 
learned that we have very few leaders who lead with 
principle. Two men who stand out in federal politics 
as men of that caliber are our Prime Minister, Stephen 
Harper and Mr. Ron Cannan, our Member of Parlia-
ment for Kelowna- Lake Country.

It is the stature of these two men which provides 
me with the motivation to keep supporting their ef-
forts for a better Canada. Different policies will always 
emerge when needed to help us work our way into the 
future, but without principle, leadership is vacant. 

It is those leaders who manage with principle and 
have the character to lead this nation properly who 
should have our support. What better way to spend 
my twilight years than to assist when possible, those 
who care about this nation.

Canada has been good to me, and now… it ’s time 
for me to pay back!

It was my pleasure this past Friday, October 28th 
to attend a ceremony at Rideau Hall where con-
stituents Matt Jackson and Tyler Lockerby, were 
bestowed the Medal of Bravery by His Excellency 
the Governor General of Canada.

In June 2009, Matt and Tyler risked their lives to 
rescue four people from a submerged vehicle near 
Revelstoke, British Columbia.

They witnessed the van in front of them swerve 
out of control, roll down an embankment and 
plunge into Griffin Lake.

Jumping into the frigid waters, Matt dove under 

and pulled three of the victims out through the 
driver’s-side window, passing them to Tyler who 
brought them to shore.

With a fourth person still trapped inside the 
rapidly sinking vehicle, Matt and Tyler made their 
way back and managed to pull the last victim out 
through the broken front window.

Thanks to the quick and brave actions of Mr. 
Jackson and Mr. Lockerby, all four victims sur-
vived.

On behalf of the constituents of Kelowna-Lake 
Country, it is my great pleasure to congratulate 

Matt and Tyler and to thank them for their courage 
and bravery.  We are so fortunate to have these 
heroes as members of our community and our 
great country.

MEDAL OF BRAVERY AWARDED
Ron Cannan – MP Kelowna-Lake Country

Canada leaves the Kandahar mission with a repu-
tation for having the best small army in the world. 
Canadian soldiers are respected around the globe 
for their battle-hardened professionalism, innova-
tive application of counterinsurgency doctrine and 
holding their nerve in Kandahar, while other NATO 
allies cowered on heavily fortified bases munch-
ing lobster instead of fighting insurgents. The 
Americans, who lead the mission, have noticed: Jon 
Vance, a Canadian general, was entrusted to com-
mand thousands of American troops when the U.S. 
surged into Kandahar last summer.

Canadian soldiers now experience the alien sen-
sation of being on the receiving end of allies’ envi-
ous glances, coveting Canadian equipment — top of 
the line, brand new kit bought for the mission. No 
more making do with duct tape and borrowing from 
big brother America.

In short: We’ve come a long way, baby. The Cana-
dian Forces are back. The army, especially, is a far 
cry from what it was when Canada sent troops to 
war nearly a decade ago.

As Canada entered the war, experts warned the 
Canadian military was on the brink of collapse. They 
predicted that ancient equipment, anemic spending 
and the bleeding of experienced personnel would 
produce an exponential and nearly irreversible 
decline. Canadian troops deployed to Afghanistan 
wearing bright green camouflage poorly suited 
Kandahar’s ubiquitous brown dust. Ill-equipped 
soldiers were forced to drive around in open-air 
Iltis jeeps that most Canadians wouldn’t feel safe in 
on a major highway, let alone around a war zone. 
Strategic airlift capability, long written off as an ex-
travagant expense by previous governments, sud-
denly became an obvious necessity. America, busy 
fighting on two fronts, couldn’t always spare us the 
cargo planes we needed to send our own troops or 
equipment where we wanted them.

The truth was painfully obvious. Canada’s self-
respect, international reputation and foreign-policy 
independence were casualties of what former top 
soldier Rick Hillier termed the “decade of darkness.” 
Deep cutbacks during the Chrétien years had left 

us unable to live up to our international obligations 
and, worse, the expectations we held as a country 
convinced it always punched above its weight.

The cost of these cuts — disarmament by neglect 
— resulted in an increased risk to our soldiers and 
decreased operational effectiveness on the ground 
in Kandahar. The lack of medium-lift Chinook heli-
copters is a prime example.

Canada had Chinooks once upon a time, but 
a previous Liberal government sold them to the 
Dutch, who flew them around Afghanistan (fre-
quently with Canadians on board).

As Taliban bomb makers discovered the effec-
tiveness of the cheap and easy improvised explo-
sive device (IED), helicopters offered a new and 
unanticipated advantage — reduced exposure to the 
IED threat.

IEDs have been the primary killer of Canadian 
soldiers in Afghanistan, responsible for the major-
ity of our casualties. Helicopters offered a surefire 
way around the IED threat for certain types of mis-
sions through reduced reliance on ground transport 
and exposure on the roads. They also promised to 
increase operational effectiveness. While infantry 
patrols would always need to prowl the Panjwaii 
looking for the enemy, there was no requirement to 
send slow, lumbering convoys of food and ammuni-
tion over perilous roads when they could zoom over 
Taliban bomb-layer’s heads.

Canadian troops were forced to rely on the kind-
ness of allies until the Manley Commission’s 2008 
report made obtaining helicopters a requirement for 
Canada extending the Afghan mission.

No psychic or strategist could have predicted the 
success of IEDs against a modern military, but that’s 
no excuse for failing to maintain something as vital 
as helicopters. It was symbolic of the cost of letting 
our military slide.

As the nightly news filled with images of young 
Canadians dying in Afghanistan, and stories about 
our great deeds there became known to the public, 
Canadians stopped debating whether the invest-
ments in tanks, choppers and improved armoured 
vehicles were worth it. Our soldiers needed them, 

the government provided them. The public ap-
proved. Lives were saved as a result.

After generations of declining public interest in 
the armed forces, a new era finally dawned for Can-
ada, born on the battlefields of Kandahar. Canadi-
ans began to understand the contract of unlimited 
liability between the solider and the state. Soldiers 
agree to lay their lives down for this country, but 
expect the government to give them the best tools 
to do the business of the nation. The realities of war 
left the public uninterested in false “guns versus 
butter” arguments. We were at war, and our soldiers 
needed to fight. Some of the equipment purchases, 
sole-sourced as urgent operational necessities, 
were far from the best possible deal for the tax-
payer, but the focus wasn’t on saving money, it was 
where it belonged: saving lives.

As Canada leaves the combat mission in Afghan-
istan, the military will drop out of the news cycle. 
Vital lessons of Afghanistan will easily become dis-
tant memories. But this will not render our military 
any less important or relevant.

The world is a dangerous place. The Arab Spring 
is spreading both democracy and instability. Hu-
manitarian and natural disasters are a constant 
feature of our world. Canadians don’t know when 
their military will be called upon next or what they 
will be asked to do —so it must be prepared for 
anything. Granted, this is expensive. But the same 
planes that were bought to deliver equipment to 
soldiers in Afghanistan saved civilian lives in Haiti. 
Being prepared is half the battle.

We can’t forget that, or accept arguments sug-
gesting that the Canadian Forces no longer need 
the public’s support or continuing modernization. 
Even in these times of budgetary pressure, the one 
thing that we truly cannot afford is to forget the les-
sons learned in Kandahar.

Nickel and diming ourselves into another decade 
of darkness will exact too high a price: the blood of 
Canadian soldiers in future conflicts. Putting the 
military on the back burner means death on the 
battlefield — a cost no Canadian or Canadian gov-
ernment should be willing to pay.


